
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

And I tell you, you are Peter; and on this rock I 
will build My Church, and the powers of death 

shall not prevail against it. 
Matthew 16: 18 

Family of believers at St. Paul Lutheran— 
 
This familiar verse is spoken by Jesus just after Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.  He and the other disciples had seen what Jesus had done up 
to that point, and Jesus commends how Peter learned this not by his own brainpower 
or logical thinking, but because it had been revealed by the Father in heaven.  And Jesus 
declares that this rock, this declaration of what Peter said (and not Peter personally) is 
the foundation of what would be His Church.  People from that time going forward 
would gather round this same declaration and confession and would be united with 
Jesus throughout time and space. 
 
We are now fully in the post-Pentecost season, the season of the Church.  We live this 
reality out week after week as we gather together in this same confession and unity.  The 
Church may shrink in numbers here in this country, but it is growing in others.  Even if 
it continually shrinks worldwide, it will never be 0 before Jesus comes again.  But in the 
meantime, even if numbers appear to be shrinking in our local vicinity, we still have 
opportunities to invite more in and have them gather around this same confession that 
Peter gave.  I was visiting with a brother pastor last week who reaffirmed that even with 
a large number of churches in Addison, there are still plenty of people not attending one 
of them (our numbers at the parade in August attest to this.)  And what better one for 
them to attend than ours, where the Gospel is proclaimed in its purity and the 
Sacraments celebrated rightly.  We have opportunities right in our backyard, now is the 
time to put Jesus’s plan into action and allow His will to be done.  It might not look the 
way it did several decades ago, but the opportunities are definitely there.  I am not afraid 
of what any potential outcomes from such efforts would look like, and you shouldn’t be 
either.  There is no time like the present, so let’s get ready to serve our neighbor with 
this good news of the Gospel we have to offer! 
 
Blessed to serve— 
 
 

 

Pastor Kevin Peterson 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Our quilting group is on summer break!  We don't meet during July and August, but we 
are planning to get back to work in September and we would love to have you join 
us!  When we meet (in the church basement on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of most 
months at 10:15 a.m.) we put the finishing touches on our quilts by tying knots which 
hold the quilt layers together.  This is not a task that requires "real" quilting skills, but 
it is a very real feel-good experience!  We know that each quilt we complete will be given 
to someone in need--someone who may have lost a home due to hurricanes, flooding, 
earthquakes, or war. It is a small but still significant way of reaching out to care for God's 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Theology in Film nights will continue; the dates will be July 27 and August 31 at 
6:00 p.m. Come join us as we continue to explore different stories and what they can 
teach us regarding our own beliefs.  Both titles will have a theme on proper worship—
how much reverence is needed and how much room there is for new ideas and 
innovation.  Our July title will be a classic comedy while our August title will be a more 
recent one based on true events.  Invite your friends from other congregations and in 
the community—pizza will be provided! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


