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1906
After worshipping for many years in Zion Lutheran Church, Bensenville, and for 13 years
in the chapel of Concordia Teachers College, at that time located in Addison, those Lu-

777 therans living in and around

f

I~ Addison officially founded
.| and established a new con-
| gregation on July 10. The
name of the congregation
4 was the German Evangelical
whl® [utheran St. Paul’s Congre-
gation, and the initial mem-
bership included 45 voting
members.

'The congregation’s first pastor, Rev. Adolf Pfotenhauer, of Lemont, was installed.

Six and two-thirds acres of land were purchased on Army Trail Road, formerly known as
St. Charles Road, at a cost of $1,050.

Plans for the new church edifice were accepted. The seating capacity of the church was to
be approximately 750 and modeled after St. John Lutheran Church, (Mayfair) Chicago.
The Cornerstone for the new church was laid on Oct. 14.

Activities of the congregation’s first year included building new wagon sheds before
winter, and Advent and children’s Christmas services. Church pews were purchased for
$1,425, and the pulpit and lectern were purchased for $400.

School enrollment stood at 211. The school, which had been in operation since 1849,
had its own elders, voting body, chairman and secretary.

Application was made for membership in The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Missouri,
Ohio, and Other States (now known as The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod).

Fifteen Voters’ Meetings were held, and the voting roster numbered 131 people at the end
of the year.

The Evangelical Lut/femn Semznary

Communion was celebrated once a month. Those wishing to commune were required to
personally announce to the pastor the previous Friday.

1907
The congregation conducted three Mission Festivals with the offerings going to Negro
Missions, the Orphan Home, and the Chicago Inner City Mission. Such special offerings
for various charities and causes were authorized quite frequently by the young congrega-
tion.
Lenten services were begun.
Insurance coverage for the church was increased to $10,000.
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A 1,500-pound bell was ordered for $570. The new church was to have electric lighting
and use 260 lights in the main chandelier. The cost of the fixture was $250.

Teacher Starke was to be paid $25 per year for his services.
Arrangements were made to construct a new privy. i
It was decided the bodies of those members who had

died from contagious diseases could be brought into

the church, but they must be covered with glass.

The Ladies’ Aid organization was established.

Mr. Hoefner presented a cut-stone baptismal font.

The new church building was completed at a cost of
$30,716 and was dedicated on May 26. A brief address

in English was included in the dedication service. The
seminary band furnished the music. Ham, cheese, but-
ter, soda water, ice cream and cigars were sold after the

service.

The church also served the faculty and students of
Concordia Teachers College and the Lutheran Orphan
Home, both located in Addison, therefore, the congre-
gation was given permission to circularize the synod
for contributions to the Building Fund. Financial as-

sistance was received.
The job description for the custodian listed 16 specific The baptismal font.

items, including working the organ bellows, ringing
the church bells on New Year’s Eve, and locking the “water closet” after each service. His

annual salary was set at $75.
The congregation decided on the following seating arrangement in the new church: wom-

en on the east side, men on the west side, students upstairs, and confirmands in the front

on the main floor.
Difficulties arose between St. Paul and Zion about releases of membership to St. Paul.

Letters and meetings went on for nearly a year.
1908

The congregation authorized the building of a parsonage for $3,759.43, including heat-
ing, lighting and an adjoining barn. The basement was to be used for confirmation classes.

The congregation purchased land for its own cemetery for $600.

1909
The debt on the church building stood at $19,175, and on the cemetery at $500.
The pastor received four weeks of vacation.



T Seminary students who preached for the pastor were to receive $3.
T A congregation picnic was set for July 4.

St. Paul Church, circa mid- to early-1900s.
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1910
T Families agreed to pay the custodian $1 for his
help at weddings and funerals.

1911
T The congregation issued a strong protest to

Synod for trying to move the Addison Seminary

from Addison.
t The church had heating problems.

1912
t The grave digger earned $5 for digging large
graves, $4 for digging small graves.
t The congregation issued a protest to President
Taft for permitting Catholic monks and nuns to
teach in the Indian government school in their
regalia.
T The pastor’s salary was raised from $58 to $70
per month.
The congregation voted not to give its annual report on membership and offerings to the

district.

1913
After much discussion, the electric lights that were decided upon in 1907 for the church
were finally installed, an organ motor was installed, and electric lights were installed in

the parsonage.

The custodian’s pay was raised to $100 per year.
The cemetery was vandalized, flowers were damaged and stone was strewn on the graves.

The congregation canceled its service on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of Zion,
Bensenville, to permit and encourage St. Paul members to attend the special services at

Zion.

1914
The General Fund had its first debt—$48. The overall church debt was reduced to

$9,529.

Cement sidewalks were laid in front of the church and parsonage.
Members complained that the Synod was wasting money by moving the Seminary from



ipidil Lioie Lnuaren attending services at St. Paul were to sit 1n the rront two rows.

The General Fund deficit totaled $338.14.
1917

A joint Reformation Service was held be-

tween St. Paul and Zion, Bensenville.

Several committees that included ladies

were appointed, something unusual for
the time.

An Ode to St. Paul

By Ruth Rittmueller

Praise and Honor to Our Savior
Praise to Christ our Only King
Praises to Him - oh - so - holy
Ever more our praise we sing.

One hundred years of faith and glory
All that time to worship Him
Looking forward to Salvation

Knowing that our souls He’ll win.

1918
The General Fund was in the black.
The Ladies’ Aid was given permission to
put electric lights on the altar.
Absenteeism was a problem in the chil-
dren’s Confirmation Class.
The congregation voted “no” to Daylight Savings Time.
The pastor’s salary was raised to $1,000 per year.

1919

School teachers suggested religion classes be taught in English.
Discussion began on dissolving the school as a separate entity and that the church and

school should become one unit.

1920

A young people’s society was established.
The congregation resolved to redecorate the church at a cost of about $2,000 or less.

1921

The congregation agreed to buy a car for the pastor and it must have a “starter.”
The congregation resolved not to adopt “Chicago” time.

1922

The congregation observed the 75th anniversary of the Synod.













































